
Elements
of a Story



Characters are like the ingredients you smoke for flavor:
the protagonist is the main ingredient, adding the core
taste, while the antagonist is like a spice that adds
contrast and complexity. 

Characters
Definition:

Together, they blend to create the rich,
layered experience of the story.



Definition:

The setting is like measuring your windows: It includes
the exact size and location of each window, the style and
design era of the house, and the neighborhood's character
and atmosphere.

Setting

Without a well-defined setting, the story
lacks depth and a sense of place.



Definition:
The plot is like cleaning dishes: you gather the dirty
dishes (setup), scrub off the tough stains (conflict), rinse
them clean (climax), and finally, dry and put them away
(resolution). 

Plot

The plot keeps the story together, just like
these steps keep your kitchen clean.



Definition:

Conflict is like cleaning the ceiling: it's the central
challenge you face. It can be internal, like your reluctance
to climb the ladder, or external, like the stubborn stains
you need to scrub away.

Conflict

Without conflict, there would be no growth,
resolution, or meaningful development in the story.



It is like using nails and a hammer: it determines how the
story is constructed. You can hammer in the nails yourself
(first person), guide someone else to do it (second person),
or watch and describe someone hammering (third person).

Point of View
Definition:

Without a clear point of view, the story
lacks focus and direction.



Tone is like entering a house: the way the author feels
about the subject or audience. The atmosphere can be
welcoming, somber, playful, or tense, and it sets the mood
for the entire story.

Tone
Definition:

Without a clear tone, the story might feel
disjointed or lack emotional resonance.



Style

Style is like styling a house: it's about choosing the right
elements—word choice, sentence structure, and literary
devices—to create a specific feel and enhance the story's
meaning.

Definition:

Without a distinctive style, the story might
lack personality and impact.



Symbols are like elements you notice when entering a
house—like a grandfather clock or a family photo. They
represent deeper concepts or ideas beyond their obvious
appearance, adding layers of meaning to the story.

Symbolism
Definition:

They help convey complex ideas and themes subtly, and
impactfully, enriching understanding and engagement.


